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A FOREWORD BY THE PUBLISHER 


Melputtur Narayanabhatta though popular through his 
NarayanTya and Prakriyasarvasva has spent most of his time 
and efforts for writing campukavyas. In spite of being a 
refined human with a lot of humility as admitted by him in one 
of his letters, he is known as a haughty and untamable 
legendary superman in literature. Reviewing the life, date and 
works of such a person requires great courage. 

The tales on Melputtur is well known, and therefore the 
author of this book simply neglects them and takes into 
consideration only the disputed or unrevealed facts of the life 
of Narayanabhatta as the subject matter of this book. The 
attempt of the author to critically approach the disputed facts 
of the life of Narayanabhatta and to identify and date various 
chronograms, especially like that of Dhatukavya is appreciable. 

The classification of the works of Narayanabhatta is 
another example of the originality of the author. The attempt 
to identify the works based on the remembrance of deities or 
kings contained in the opening or concluding verses and 
correlating them with the temples and countries where 
Melputtur had gone according to the lore seem to be capable 
of giving more light into the life of Narayanabhatta. 

Dr. Jinitha has doubtlessly contributed much to the 
reevaluation and discovery of facts pertaining to the biography 
of Narayanabhatta and time shall reveal that her efforts are 
insightful and fruitful. 
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PREFACE 


The holy land of kerala has given birth to many scholarly 
titans. Melputtur Narayanabhatta is a glittering star among 
them. He was a scholar in Sanskrit, especially in grammar, 
jyotisa, mimamsa, and the Vedas. Hence his writings were 
also diverse. His writing styles were also different. He wrote 
kavyas, sastras, sastrakavyas, suktaslokas, tantams, 
campuprabandhas, stotrakavyas etc. 

His own sayings can reveal his whereabouts; his father, 
brother, friends and patrons and this information are capable 
of leading us into inferring his personal life and philosophy. 
So many critiques have studied on him and his texts, but in 
the case of his dates of birth and death their opinions differ. 
In this work I have given emphasis to draw his life as revealed 
from his literature. 

I thank Dr. G. Gangadharan Nair, Dr.R.Vijayakumar, 
Dr.P.Visalakshy, Dr.N.P.Unni and Alur Prabhakaran for giving 
me fresh ideas and information. I am also indebted to 
Mr.K.G.Sasi publisher of this book. 

J INITHA K.S. 

Author 
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TRANSLITERATI ON TABLE 


A A E C D E F G H 
a a i I u u r r 
I l l i A Ei A Ei AC A : 
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ya ra la va sa 

wE x E y t g 

sa sa ha la |a 
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A LI ST OF ABBREVI ATI ONS 
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Name of Book 
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ACSL 

A Companion to Sanskrit Literature 

AHIL 

A History of 1 ndian Literature 

AHSG 

A Higher Sanskrit Grammar 

AHSL 

A History of Sanskrit Literature 
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AKIM 
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Aspects of Paninian Semantics 

ASGS 

A Sanskrit Grammar for Students 
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Aranmulavilasarh Hamsappatt 

Bissy 

Prabandhas of Melputtur Narayanabhattatiri 
by Bissy R.N. 

BPSP 

Bharatarh Pra band ham 
(Subhadraharanam Prabandham) 

BSS 

Brhaccabdendusekhara Vol.II 

CHI 

The Cultural Heritage of India 

CKAE 

Campu-kavy Ka Alocanatmak Evam 

Aitihasik Adhyayan 

CKSL 

The Contribution of Kerala to Sanskrit Literature 

DN 

Dhatukavya of Narayanabhatta 

El L 

Encyclopaedia of Indian Literature 

GSR 

Glimpses of Sanskrit Research (Vidyotini) 

HCSL 

History of Classical Sanskrit Literature 

HIL 

History of Indian Literature 

HOSL 

History of Sanskrit Literature by Calicut University 

IKL 

Indian Kavya Literature 

JCH 

JTvandharacampu of Haricandra 

KP - 1 

Kasika Part I 

KSH 

Kavyanusasana of Hemacandra 

KSSC 

Keraliya Samskrta Sahitya Caritram 

KSV 

Kavyalarikarasutravrtti of Vamanacarya 

MB 

Mahabharata 

MVP 

Melputturinte Vyakarana Pratibha 

NBC 

Nilakanthakavi and his Bhasa Campus: A Study 
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NPSACS 

Narayanabhatta's Prakriyasarvasva A Critical Study 

PBCOM 

Purvabharatacampu of Manaveda 

PBS 

Paribhasendusekhara 

PGSL 

Practical grammar of the Sanskrit Language-Benfey 

PKAAS 

PracTna KeralakavikajekkuriccuHa Aitihyaririajum 
Avayute SahityavimarsanamGlyavum 

PLM 

ParamalaghumaQjusa 

edited by jayasankar Lai Tripathi 

PM 

Prabandhamanjan 

PS 

The Prakriyasarvasva of Melputtur 

Narayanabhattatiri by Narayanapisaroti 

PVPS 

Paniniyavyakarane PramanasamTksa 

RCB 

Ramayanacampu of Bhoja 

SICL 

Studies in Campu literature 

SKAPV 

The System of Krt Accentuation in Panini 
and the Veda 

SKD 

Sabdakalpadruma 

SL 

Sloka 

SMN 

Samskrta- Malayala Nighantu 

SNACES 

Subhadraharana of Narayana: 

A Critical Edition and Study 

SPHCAS 

Sesakrsna's Parijataharanacampu: A study 

SS 

Siksasarigrahah 

Ssy 

Sanskrit Syntax 

SVK 

Sarva Vijrjana Kosam 

SVKT 

Samskrt Vyakaran mem Karakatatvanusilan 

SVSKI 

Samskrt Vyakaran Sastr ka Itihas 

TSL 

The Sanskrit Language 

VBS 

VaiyakaranabhGsanasara 
of Chandrikaprasada DvivedT 

VDB 

Vyakaranadarsanabhumika 

VKBS 

VaiyakaranabhGsanasara of SrTbalakrsnapafjcoli 
and SrTharivallabhasastri 

VP 

VakyapadTya by Padmasri PT.Raghunatha Sarma 

VSVK 

Visva Sahitya Vijnana Kosam 

VSK 

VaiyakaranasiddhantakaumudT 
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CHAPTER I 


LI FE OF MELPUTTUR NARAYANABHAJJA 

Melputtur Narayanabhatta was born in Melputtur Illam of 
present KurumpattGr Village, Atavanat Panchayat, Tirur Taluk 
of Malappuram District of Kerala, India. The place Melputtur 
was originally under the rule of Vettattu Natturaja and was 
later under the Ponnani Taluk of Malabar District of British 
Madras Province. Melputtur Illam was situated at a distance of 
1.5 kilometers to the east of the famous Candanakkavu temple 
which is around 4 kilometers in the Puttanattani route from 
Tirunavaya. Melputtur Illam became heirless and was 
subsequently merged in the Maravaqceri Tekketat Illam. After 
the enforcement of the Land Reforms Act in Kerala, 17 cents 
of land where the remnants of the Melputtur Illam building 
was situated came under the ownership of a Muslim named 
Kummalil PaNiyalil Alavi. He gifted the land to the Guruvayur 
Devasvam which constructed a small Melpattur 
smarakamandira there and inaugurated it in 1978 on 1157 
Vrscikam 8. Two stanzas are reproduced in this regard in the 
Melpattur Smaranika-1985. 1 That smaraka was however 
partially neglected by the Devasvam until these days. However 
there is a festival conducted there on every Vrscikam 8 which 
is the date of the installation of the statue of Melputtur 
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Narayanabhatta. A local organization named Melpattur 
Smaraka Samraksana Samiti is also established with its 
headquarters at Atavanat Panchayat, Kurumpattur Village of 
Tirur Taluk, Pin-676301. 

Melputtur Narayanabhatta's life period according to some 
is 1559-1632 A.D. He was the third student of Trkkantiyur 
Acyuta pisaroti. He was a member of Madhava of 
Sangamagrama's Kerala school of astronomy and 
mathematics. He was a mathematical linguist (vaiyakarana). 
His most important work, Prakriyasarvasva, sets forth an 
axiomatic system elaborating on the classical system of Panini. 
However, he is most famous for his masterpiece, NarayanTya. 2 

Narayanabhatta studied mlmamsa from his father 
Matrdatta who was a scholar in Bhatta Mlmamsa, Rgveda 
(adhyayanam) from Madhava, Tarkasastra (science of 
arguments / logic in Sanskrit) from Damodara and Vyakarana 
(Sanskrit grammar) from Acyutapisaroti. All this information is 
given in a verse at the end of the Nyaya section in 
Prakriyasarvasva. 3 He became a pandita by the age of sixteen. 
He is said to have married Acyutapisaroti's niece and settled in 
Trkkantiyur. He was a propounder of Purvamimamsa, 
UttaramTmamsa and Vyakarana. In the commentary on 
Narayanabhatta's Dhatukavya, Ramapanivada has also 
referred to him as belonging to the family of 
Uparinavagrama. 4 
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Kunfjunniraja do not agree with the popular traditions in 
Kerala that Narayanabhatta's mother was a sister of the 
Payyur Bhattas patronized by Manavikrama, the King of 
Calicut, on the ground that King Manavikrama had lived in the 
15 th century, and Narayanabhatta flourished in the 17 th 
century. 5 But it doesn't mean that she has not belonged to the 
Payyur family at all. 

The word Damodararya referred to in the verse etc. 
denotes that Damodara was an elder brother of 
Narayanabhatta. There is also information that they were 
three brothers. The very fact that Narayanabhatta did not stay 
at Melputtur also proves that he was not the eldest brother. 
The opinion of UHur interpreting Damodararya as 
Damodaracarya 6 also do not hold good. It was also a common 
practice among the namputiris of Kerala to name the elder son 
the name of his paternal grandfather, the second son the 
name of his maternal grandfather and the third son the name 
of his own father. 7 In the circumstances it can be inferred that 
Narayanabhatta had an elder brother named Damodara. 

According to K. Kufjrjunniraja, Narayanabhatta had a 
younger brother, also named Matrdatta, for one of the 
manuscripts of the NarayanTya says that it was copied by the 
author's younger brother Matrdatta. 8 

When he attained the age between five and ten he was 
sent for vedic education. He also had an introductory 
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education in Sanskrit including the Kumarasambhava of 
Kalidasa, influenced on which he has written "Tarakavadha" 
which contain the kali date 'cittam banena sakam (1705366) 
which corresponds to 1568 March 12. He studied at 
Candanakkavu and surrounding places until he attained 
youthful age. The prime deities of Candanakkavu were 
Ganapati, Bhagavati, and Visnu. 9 The Navamukunda temple 
was not away from Candanakkavu and Mukunda also 
remained as a deity of his younger days. It can hence be 
inferred that those works which contains prayers to the three 
deities of Candanakkavu and Navamukunda are his early 
works. 

It is not baseless to think that Narayanabhatta has 
married the niece of Acyutapisaroti as he was not the eldest 
son. 10 The popular tradition also supports the same. There are 
numerous stories which reveal that Narayanabhatta had lived 
at Trkkantiyur for a while. His famous chronogram 
'balakalatram saukhyam' 11 also proves that he had a wife and 
a son. The very fact that he has returned back to Trkkantiyur 
after leaving Ampalapuja 12 is also an evidence to prove that he 
had some family relations there. An autobiographically 
interpretation of dasaka 53 of NarayanTya 13 also reveals that 
he has entered into the world of sex as advised by one of his 
poor colleagues and that his wife had influenced him to learn 
more. According to Krsnamacariyar Narayanabhatta's son 
Krsnakavi wrote the poem Tarasasaiika. 14 While residing at 
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Trkkantiyur at his wife house, he had the opportunity of 
becoming a disciple of Acyutapisaroti. The chronogram 
'balakalatram saukhyam' corresponds to a Metam 1 which had 
some astronomical peculiarities. Hence the popular tradition 
that Narayanabhatta made the chronogram 'balakalatram 
saukhyam' on the request of Acyutapisaroti as a mental 
exercise may be correct. It may equally be correct that 
Narayanabhatta must have made the chronogram 
'balakalatram soukhyam' as referring to his own wife and son. 
When Acyutapisaroti was not satisfied Narayanabhatta made 
another chronogram lirigavyadhirasahyah' which may perhaps 
be indicative of a urinary infection suffered by him at that 
time. Somehow it is later proved on the strength of the 
legends on NarayanTya that Narayanabhatta was suffering 
from serious illness the cause of which was infuriation of vata 
as mentioned in Ayurveda. Most probably the illness must be 
something connected with the nerve system, such as one like 
epilepsy as he is said to have become unconscious during 
vatakopa. 15 Guruvayur was traditionally believed to be a 
temple where vata diseases were cured by the blessings of the 
deity there in the form of Guruvayupuresa. It is also well 
known that Vayu is the god of all vatas. Hence he went to 
Guruvayur temple with a decision to write NarayanTya within 
one hundred days. According to the Vanamala vyakhyana of 
NarayanTya, Narayanabhatta left Trkkantiyur for Guruvayur on 
a Tiruvonam afternoon after lunch and that the writing of 
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NarayanTya must have been commenced the day following the 
next day. 16 If it is so the fifty third dasaka must have been 
written on or around the 29 th birth day of Narayanabhatta. 
NarayanTya being a bhaktikavya cannot be devoid of 
autobiographical references, because bhakti is always the 
result of the union of an individual with the deity on whom he 
believes. Hence NarayanTya also contains a brief reflection of 
the experiences of the author. It was also a fashion during the 
medieval centuries throughout India to write verse with dual 
meanings. Hence it is reasonable to think that the fifty third 
dasaka of NarayanTya is constructed in a style capable of being 
interpreted in two ways one of which gives a brief description 
of the experience of Narayanabhatta until his 29 th birthday. 
One of the possible interpretations of some slokas of the 
dasaka 53 of NarayanTya is given as Appendix I. 

There is a strong tradition that Narayanabhatta wrote 
NarayanTya, after accepting the advice of Ejuttaccan to start 
with fish (mTn tottu kuttuka). Both of them had Acyutapisaroti 
as their prime preceptor. It is also believed that Turjcatt 
Ramanujan Ejuttaccan wrote Ramayanam Irupattinaluvrttam 
on the request of Narayanabhatta. 17 While residing at 
Guruvayur Narayanabhatta had acquaintance with Puntanam 
Namputiri also. His works which praise Guruvayupuresa were 
also written around this period. 
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The Zamorin who had ritual connections with the 
Guruvayur and Navamukunda temples must have heard of 
Narayanabhatta and invited him to Kojikot. It was during this 
time he must have written Manavikramaprasasti. Then he 
returned to Trkkantiyur just before writing Vyasotpatti. 

However there is evidence that Narayanabhatta has 
written some prasastis on the Maharaja of Kocci. 
VTrakerajaraja (M.E. 776-790 = 1601 - 1615 A.D.) 18 was ruling 
there then. His GosrTnagaravarnana or VTrakeralaprasasti 
therefore must be written during this period. Kocci kings being 
worshippers of Siva may have appreciated the saiva themes 
and therefore it can be assumed that the saivite works of 
Narayanabhatta were also written at that time. 

His AstamTcampu and BimbalTsaprasasti must have been 
written after leaving the patronage of the Kocci kings and 
before his patronage at Ampalapuja. Vanamala vyakhya of 
NarayanTya states that Narayanabhatta went to VaikkattastamT 
and had acquaintance with Vatakkumkur Godavarmaraja and 
wrote AstamTcampu 19 Narayanabhatta must have then left for 
Ampalappuja where the Puratamtirunal Devanarayana 20 who 
lived between 1566 and 1622 was the king. Most of his 
grammatical works and some of his major prabandhas were 
written there. Since the Lord of worship of Devanarayana was 
Krsna, the works wherein the name of Krsna is praised can 
also be deemed to have been written while Narayanabhatta 
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residing there. When Devanarayana fell in prolonged illness 
Narayanabhatta returned to TrkkantiyGr where he found his 
preceptor Acyutapisaroti also in death bed. He spent a few 
more years at Trkkantiyur after the death of Acyutapisaroti 
and left for Mukkola to worship the Bhagavati there. If the 
chronogram 'balakalatram saukhyam' (1633 April 7 or 808 
Metam 1) was composed on the same day which it points to, it 
can be assumed that he was staying with his family at 
Trkkantiyur even after his composition of SrTpadasaptati (1627 
October 17 = 803 Tulam 7). It is also generally accepted that 
Narayanabhatta has abstained from all worldly temptations 
after the composition of SrTpadasaptati. Hence the opinion that 
Narayanabhatta was under the patronage of Manaveda of 
Calicut who was the Zamorin from 1655-1658 A.D. 21 and that 
SailabdhTsvaraprasasti was written in 833 M.E. = 1658 A.D. 22 
do not seem plausible. 

There are some devotional stray verses by 
Narayanabhatta about the Goddess of Candanakkavu, 
Ganapati, and the lords of Ampalappuja, Ettumanur and 
Vaikkam temples. 23 It can be assumed that the stray verses 
which praise Goddess of Candanakkavu and Ganapati are his 
teen age works and the verses praising the lords of 
Ampalappuja, Ettumanur and Vaikkam temples may have been 
written while his stay at the respective temples, the former 
while he was under the patronage of Devanarayana and the 
other two while his acquaintance with Vatakkumkur 
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Godavarmaraja. Narayanabhatta had academic contacts with 
Somesvara DTksita of Coladesa and Yajpanarayana Diksita, 
minister of Raghunatha Naik of Tanjore. 24 

Narayanan Namputiri of VeHaiiriallur, author of 
BhavarthadTpika commentary on Bhavabhuti's 
Uttararamacarita and DihmatradarsinT commentary of 
Bodhayana's Bhagavadajjuka, Candrasekharavariyar, the 
author of Krsnacarita Mahakavya and Narayana, the author of 
Tantraprayascitta and Anusthana Samuccaya 25 are some of 
the disciples of Narayanabhatta. 

There is a legend that Narayanabhatta died after falling 
in a pool when his legs had slipped at its stone steps. 26 But 
according to UHur and others, Narayanabhatta while starting 
from Mukkola Melekkavu for bhajana, passed away at the 
southeast corner of Kilekkavu. 27 The author of the Bhaktapriya 
vyakhya of NarayanTya has praised Narayanabhatta as, 
"samadhigatanikhilanigamartha-satatvah 
sabdaparabrahmaparavaraparTnah paramabhagavatah 
sakalasahrdayamahitayasah srl narayanakavih" 28 
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CHAPTER 11 


DATE OF MELPUTTUR NARAYANABHATTA 

Narayanabhatta himself has given a large number of kali 
dates from which it is possible to have a fair idea about the 
period in which he has flourished. 

a) The short campu Tarakavadha of Narayanabhatta is 
generally supposed to be incomplete by many scholars. But at 
the end of the existing campu, there is a probable chronogram 
'cittam banena sakam' (1705366), 29 which corresponds to 
1568 March 11. As shall be stated under this subhead itself, 
the birth of Narayanabhatta may be on the Utratam star of 
733 Tulam of Malayalam Era which corresponds to 1557 
October or November. Narayanabhatta must be around 10 
years and 5 months old if both the Kali number and the date 
of birth proposed are correct. The opening stanza of 
Tarakavadha runs as follows. 

‘astyastasatrutridaso f surend ra h ma ha ba lasta ra ka na mad heya h 
santrastadevendrakirTtakotisamghrstapado niyatarh nitantam' 

It can be seen that the above verse is influenced by the 
astyuttarasyam etc. of the Kumarasambhava of Kalidasa which 
was regarded as an introductory text into Sanskrit education in 
Kerala. Hence the chronogram 'cittam banena sakam' fits, on 
the ground that the work was one of the earliest attempts of a 

27 



genius writer at his pre-teenage. It can also be averred that 
the work was not seriously taken up as an individual literary 
work at that age and hence the conclusion that the work was 
completed by him as seen in the chronogram 'cittam banena 
sakam' is not unsound. 

b) Sarvamatasamgraha of Narayanabhatta as published 
by the Kerala University 30 contain a chronogram 
'samsaratyarke samyak' in its concluding verse. 31 However it is 
stated in the footnotes of the concluding verse that the 
concluding two verses containing the chronogram are not 
found in other manuscripts of the work. It is also noteworthy 
that the verse contains a Kollam year in bhutasamkhya which 
do not fit to the meaning of the stanza and seems as an 
awkward composition which is uncommon to Narayanabhatta. 
It is also unnatural for Narayanabhatta to state a Kollam Era. 
Moreover there is already another chronogram 1712045 
'sasvannisreyasaya' 32 denoting the starting of the work in the 
beginning of the work which corresponds to 1586 June 24. A 
work which started on a day cannot be completed on a date 
earlier than its commencement. Considering all these, it can 
be assumed that the chronogram ‘samsaratyarke samyak' is 
not composed by Narayanabhatta. 

c) At the end of NarayanTya, there is a chronogram 
ayurarogyasaukhyam 33 denoting the Kali date 1712210, which 
is corresponding to 1586 December 6. 
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d) There is a probable chronogram 1713266 'ca tTragah 
pathikah' 34 in Vyasotpatti 35 of Narayanabhatta, at two stanzas 
before its concluding verse. This date corresponds to 1589 
October 27. It was a common practice among the old campus 
to include the first verse of the next work or next sarga as the 
concluding verse of that work or sarga, 36 especially in the case 
of individual prabandhas included in Ramayanacampu or 
Bharatacampu, as the case may be, where this practice is 
generally followed. Including the chronogram at the 
concluding stanza will therefore cause unnecessary confusion. 
Hence it can be assumed that Narayanabhatta has resorted to 
include the chronograms in the stanzas just before the 
concluding verse in such cases. Vyasotpatti is the second 
among the 37 campus of the Bharatacampu of 
Narayanabhatta. 37 Hence the validity of the chronogram ‘ca 
tTragah pathikah' can be justified. 

e) In the beginning of Kaunteyastaka, 38 there is a 
probable chronogram, 'anavabuddhya siddhyat' 39 (1713400) 
which corresponds to 1590 March 10. The name, position and 
the Kali are closely intermingled and therefore there is no 
cause to doubt the genuineness of the chronogram 
‘anavabuddhya siddhyat'. 

f) There is a probable chronogram 'bhutavivatyutsukau' 40 
(1714464) corresponding to 1593 February 6, in the last 
stanza of Kotivirahaprabandha 41 of Narayanabhatta. The word 
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bhutavivatyutsukau is seen as a part of a compound word. 
That fact alone cannot be taken as an evidence to disprove it 
as a chronogram, because both the last two lines of Kotiviraha 
are formed into a single compound word and therefore there 
is no demerit in the normal vigraha of the compound word. 
Hence the existence of 'bhutavivatyutsukau' as a chronogram 
is sustainable. 

g) NadTpustirasahya 42 (1721180) is an established Kali 
date composed by Narayanabhatta which corresponds to 1611 
J une 29. 

h) The Prakriyasarvasva gives two dates yatnah 
phalaprasuh syat (1723201) and krtaragarasojdya 43 
(1723261) which are equivalent of 1617 January 9 and 1617 
March 10 respectively. The author therefore has utilized 61 
days for completing the work, not the popularly accepted sixty 
days. 

According to S. Venkita Subramonia Iyer these 
chronograms work out to 2 nd Makaram and 3 rd Minam of 792 
M.E. (sixty days from the middle of January to the middle of 
March 1617). This is slightly at variance with the date given in 
the granthavari noticed before, namely that it was commenced 
on 27 th Makaram 791 and a part of it was completed on 3 rd 
Minam the same year. As has been already pointed out 
elsewhere the granthavari has to be taken as more 
dependable and yatnah phalaprasuh syat and 
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krtaragarasojdya need not be considered as chronograms. 44 
For the following reasons the opinion of S. Venkita 
Subramonia Iyer do not seem plausible. 

To err is human. No work may be termed as flawless. 
Even the Kerala Sahitya Caritram of UHur has been corrected 
by later authors in a great deal. Hence the averment that all 
the other dates given in the above said granthavari are 
corroborated by other evidences, does not necessarily prove 
that there is no error in a matter of question in the 
granthavari. It can be seen from all the nine introductory 
verses of Prakriyasarvasva that the same was written only 
after the completion of the other contents of Prakriyasarvasva. 
Then only the author can tell what has happened during the 
process of writing the book. 45 

Moreover, the first chronogram yatnah phalaprasuh syat 
is not composed at the beginning of the work, but along with 
the last verse of the introductory verses in combination with 
the concluding chronogram krtaragarasojdya. It only means 
that Narayanabhatta has recapitulated the date of the 
commencement of the work which was just sixty days ago 
from his memory and composed both chronograms at the 
concluding day of the entire composition. The averment that 
the above said nine introductory verses if written after the 
completion of the other contents, the same must have been 
included at the end of the work also do not seem reasonable, 


31 



because such an arrangement will not help a reader to have a 
primary opinion of the work for which the introductory verses 
are intended for. For a person of Narayanabhatta's scholarship 
and caliber, a period of two months is sufficient for the 
completion of Prakriyasarvasva for which model books were 
already existent. 46 In these circumstances, there are better 
chances for yatnah phalaprasuh syat and krtaragarasojdya to 
be genuine chronograms. The fact that only one of the later 
commentarians, but not the earlier commentarians has stated 
that yatnah phalaprasuh syat and krtaragarasojdya are 
chronograms, is not a bar for their existence as chronograms 
on the light of the fact that many chronograms by 
Narayanabhatta are identified even by recent researchers. 

i) The chronogram 'vidyatma svarasarpat' 47 (172 45 14) is 
well known and corresponds to 1620 August 14. 

j) In the second stanza of the second sarga of 

Dhatukavya there is a probable chronogram 

'kamsajivasramsaya' 48 (17 2 4 8 71) which corresponds to 1621 
August 6. Since there is no other source to identify the correct 
period of Dhatukavya and since the date of this chronogram is 
almost in par with the prevailing tradition kamsajivasramsaya 
may be regarded as a valid chronogram. 

k) The probable chronogram 'Tsvaramakharh samyak' 49 
(1725240) which corresponds to 1622 August 10 appears in 
the last line of the stanza just before the last stanza of 
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Yajrjasamraksanaprabandha. 50 Yajrjasamraksanaprabandha is 
a part of Ramayanaprabandha and hence the last stanza 
cannot be depended upon for recording the chronogram. The 
immediate success of the Rajasuya by Narayanabhatta which 
describes the highest among the makhas and written just 
before this chronogram date may have influenced him to 
compose this chronogram with all his humility. Though 
Tsvaramakham is taken from the compound word 
munTsvaramakham, it does not necessarily alter the basic 
meaning of the words in the sense that yajrja as mentioned in 
Yajfjasamraksana was conducted by both the Muni 
(Visvamitra) and Isvara (Rama). Hence Tsvaramakham samyak 
can be regarded as a chronogram. 

I) 'Bhogankatharh prarthaye' 51 (1727134) is a 
chronogram found in the 70 th stanza of SrTpadasaptati 52 by 
Narayanabhatta. This chronogram was first identified and 
submitted in an M.Phil dissertation by Sri. Bhargavaraman, 
Department of Vyakarana, Sree Sankaracarya University of 
Sanskrit, Kalady, 2006. This chronogram corresponds to 1627 
October 17 which is 803 Tulam 7 of the Utratam star as 
arrived at by the calculation according to B.V. Raman in the 
Prophet 3 (Supersoft Prophet) astrological program by S. 
Ajayalal. It is generally accepted that SrTpadasaptati is 
composed on the day of the 70 th birthday of 
Narayanabhatta. 53 Hence the chronogram at the 70 th stanza is 
reasonable. The chronogram date is not much earlier than his 
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generally accepted dates which are largely only guessworks. If 
this chronogram is correct, Narayanabhatta must have 
completed SrTpadasaptati on celebrating his 70 th birthday on 
1627 October 17, on the Utratam star of Tulam 803. If so, he 
might have born on the Utratam star of Tulam 733 which 
corresponds approximately to 1557 October or November. 

Vanamala vyakhya of NarayanTya narrates his journey to 
Guruvayur to write NarayanTya. Melputtur must have started 
from Trkkantiyur after his early lunch on the Tiruvonam day, 
using a boat in the Ponnanipula through Tirur and must have 
reached Guruvayur the next day. He must have started the 
bhajana the very next day following it. It must be Ciiiiiam 
21 st . 54 It is believed that he wrote every day a dasaka 
containing 10 stanzas. NarayanTya contains 100 dasakas and it 
was finished within 100 days. On the 100 th day, he finished 
the last dasaka ending in ayurarogyasoukhyam. If so, the 
bhajana must have started on Catayam star. For two complete 
cycles of the 27 stars, it needs 54 days and 13 hours 
approximately or 54 or 55 days practically. Hence NarayanTya's 
55 th or 56 th dasaka might have been written on a Catayam day 
too. According to the above date of birth of Narayanabhatta, 
his 29 th birthday comes on the Tulam Utratam star of that 
year. Hence the 53 rd dasaka of NarayanTya must have been 
written on the Utratam star or the next day following it. It is a 
fact that the fifty third dasaka of NarayanTya contains 
autobiographical references. This dasaka is composed in a 
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style capable of being interpreted in two ways, one revealing 
the meaning as per Bhagavata and the other expressing a 
monologue. The 70 th stanza of SrTpadasaptati contains the 
words denoting sesa twice (sesa and ahipati) 55 It is believed 
that Narayanabhatta is an incarnation of Ananta. But ahipati is 
used in the stanza as Mahesvara and sesa as the only 
remaining. The words bhogankatharh prarthaye is perhaps the 
'mam viddhi' of SrTpadasaptati. Narayanabhatta also has 
claimed the work as a saptati in the seventy first stanza of the 
work. 56 These facts support the chronogram bhogankatharh 
prarthaye and hence it can be upheld for every purpose. 

m) Narayanabhatta is generally believed to have 
composed a chronogram 'balakalatram saukhyam' 57 (17 2 9 1 33) 
which corresponds to 1633 April 7 or 808 Metam 1. The 
popular story that Acyuta Pisaroti asked him to make a Kali 
samkhya seems reasonable on the fact that this chronogram 
refers to Metam first of a year which is very important for 
astrological calculations. The year 808 is having numerological 
peculiarity in its repetition of 8 also. 

n) There is a chronogram like word 'babhuvatha 
vasukT' 58 (174 7 4 43) in Tripuradahana 59 which corresponds to 
1683 May 25. This date comes a few years after the death of 
Narayanabhatta. But UNur has no doubt in assigning the 
authorship of Tripuradahana to Narayanabhatta. Hence 
'babhuvatha vasukT may not be a chronogram. 
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There is a granthavari available stating that the birth of 
Narayanabhatta was in 1560. 60 R. Narayanapanikkar has 
opined that the birth of Narayanabhatta is in 1560. 61 
K.Kufjfjunniraja is with the opinion that Narayanabhatta must 
have lived from 1560 to 1646 A.D. 62 According to Venkita 
Subramonia Iyer, the period of Narayanabhatta is 1560- 
1666. 63 According to M. SrTdharamenon the date of Melputtur 
Narayanabhatta is believed to be between 1560 A.D. and 1660 
A.D. 64 As stated earlier, based on the chronogram 
bhogankatharh prarthaye, Narayanabhatta might have born on 
the Utratam star of Tulam 733 which corresponds 
approximately to 1557 October or November. From the first 
stanza of dasaka 53 of NarayanTya, it can be assumed that he 
was sent for education at Candanakkavu at the age of 6 i.e. 
1563. His earliest extant work Tarakavadha was completed on 
1568 March 11 at the age between 10 and 11. It is believed 
that he lived at Candanakkavu until he attained the age of 18- 
20. 65 At that age, Narayanabhatta went to Trkkantiyur and 
proposed for a matrimonial alliance with a niece of 
Acyutapisaroti and the same was joyfully accepted. 66 Hence 
he must have married before 1577. The third sloka of dasaka 
53 of NarayanTya also has reference in this regard. However 
he must have had connection with Candanakkavu. That is why 
many of his works praising Ganapati, Visnu and Bhagavati, 
and Navamukunda are written even after his marriage and 
subsequent stay at Trkkantiyur. The chronogram 
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'sasvannisreyasaya' corresponding to 1586 June 24 is seen 
both in the Asvalayanakriyakrama and Sarvamatasamgraha 
alike, 67 as the maiigalaslokas of both contain the same verses. 
It can be assumed that these works are basically of the same 
nature and are rewritten as per requirement. However 
Narayanabhatta fell into serious illness and for curing it, he 
went for bhajana at Guruvayur and completed NarayanTya on 
1586 December 6. There is popular tradition that he has 
stayed for some more time at Guruvayur. 68 It may be during 
this time that he must have become one of the characters of 
the stories of Puntanam Namputiri and others. The 
composition of SrTguruvayupuresastotra was probably during 
this time. SrTguruvayupuresastotra 69 is written not much later 
than NarayanTya. His ailment attacked him again severely 
causing him to fall down unconscious. 70 However he did not 
prefer to continue at Guruvayur. It seems that he returned to 
Trkkantiyur in 1589 before writing Vyasotpatti. But he again 
left his home after completing Kaunteyastaka in 1590 March 
10 and returned back just before writing Kotiviraha in 1593. It 
can be assumed that Narayanabhatta might have visited the 
Zamorin during that time. There is a muktaka describing his 
witnessing of a child birth in the family of the Zamorin. It is 
probable that this child is the later Zamorin Manaveda. 71 If 
Manaveda is born between 1590 and 1593 he must be 62-65 
year old on his assuming the title of the Zamorin in 830 
M.E.. 72 This is in accordance with the present tradition too. It 
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is also probable that the Mana part of the Manameyodaya was 
written at that time. The words Mana common to the work 
and the title of the Zamorin, and the fact that the Meya work 
was written by another author on the direction of the then 
Zamorin, support this averment. Moreover, Narayanabhatta do 
not praise any deity at the commencement of this work. If the 
work was at Ampalappuja, 73 there were more chances of 
quoting either the name of the Devanarayana or any of the 
names of Krsna. As the technical sastra works of 
Narayanabhatta except vyakarana works are his early works, 
Manameyodaya alone cannot be a later work at Ampalappuja. 
It can be assumed that he has stayed at Trkkantiyur at least 
during the period between 1593 and 1600. During the reign 
of Virakeralavarmaraja of Kocci (776-790 M.E. = 1601-1605 
A.D.), 74 Narayanabhatta has written two prasastis praising him 
and presented him the work at Trkkanamatilakam 75 and 
elsewhere. He might have written some saiva works during 
this time. He then might have gone to Vaikkam and met 
Godavarmaraja Koyil Tampuran and wrote AstamTcampu and 
Bimbalisaprasati. Then he might have gone to Ampalappuja 
and met the Puratam Tirunal Devanarayana who was born in 
741 Metam and died 798 Dhanu 2. 76 Narayanabhatta has 
admitted that he has gone to Devanarayana on his own after 
being attracted by him on hearing his merits. 77 
Narayanabhatta was just 8 years elder than Devanarayana. It 
seems that they have developed a strong intimate personal 
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relationship. Many of his works were written at Ampalappuja. 
Devanarayana fell ill at least three years before his death. The 
unnatural concluding words 'daivad bhavinyavastha mayi 
savidhagate mastu' 78 in the concluding verse of Rajasuya 79 is 
only an expression of the inability of Narayanabhatta to see 
the sufferings of his intimate friend Devanarayana. As stated 
in that verse Narayanabhatta returned back to his residence at 
Trkkantiyur. It was in 1620 A.D., since the popular tradition is 
that he returned back just before the death of 
Acyutapisaroti. 80 Narayanabhatta was present at the death 
bed of Acyutapisaroti on 1620 August 14. 81 If the chronogram 
'kamsajivasramsaya' of Dhatukavya is correct, Narayanabhatta 
might have gone back to Ampalappuja in 796 Karkkitakam 
(1621 July - August) for a short visit to meet his friend 
Devanarayana. Narayanabhatta was in a hurry to return back 
to TrkkantiyGr as the anniversary of the death of 
Acyutapisaroti was approaching. However, Narayanabhatta 
might have conceded to Devanarayana's request to complete 
the sastrakavya Vasudevavijaya of Vasudevakavi and 
completed Dhatukavya in three sargas and in three days. 82 
The Kali of the second day is given in the second stanza of the 
second sarga of Dhatukavya. Then Narayanabhatta 
immediately on his return to Trkkantiyur, ventured in the 
composition of Ramayanaprabandha. The 

Yajfjasamraksanaprabandha of this series was completed in 
1622 August 10. Narayanabhatta might have written it while 
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staying at Trkkantiyur. But we see him staying at Mukkola 
during the composition of SrTpadasaptati. It can be assumed 
that his wife might have passed away by that time. The use of 
sesojham in the third line of the 70 th stanza of SrTpadasaptati 
supports this view. It is popularly accepted that he has stayed 
at Mukkola thereafter until his death, teaching disciples and 
composing the missing portions to complete his Ramayana 
and Bharata prabandhas. 83 

Kufjrjunniraja opines that the death of Narayanabhatta 
was before 1655. 84 R. Narayanapanicker has opined that the 
death of Narayanabhatta is in 1666. According to Venkita 
Subrahmonia Iyer, the period of Narayanabhatta is 1560- 
1666. 85 According to some, the date of Melputtur 
Narayanabhatta is believed to be between 1560 A.D. and 1660 
A.D. 86 

Vatakkumkur opines, "if Narayanabhatta had died in 841 
M.E., he must have lived 8 years after the death of Manaveda. 
If it is so, he must have respect towards Manaveda and his 
works. But it is not seen so." 87 

Manaveda died in 833 A.D. (1658 February 15). 88 For 
argument sake, accepting the dates of Vatakkumkur, the two 
options in this regard are (1) that Narayanabhatta lived at the 
age of 98 years at the death of Manaveda or (2) that 
Narayanabhatta died 12 years earlier at the age of 86. In both 
chances it is not plausible to think that he must appreciate the 
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life and works of Manaveda between his age of 86 and 98. It 
may be a truth that Narayanabhatta has not identified 
Manaveda as a man to be respected as alleged, until he 
attained 86 years. The fact is that Narayanabhatta has given 
away all the worldly affairs after he had completed his saptati 
and written the SrTpadasaptati. It is also not reasonable to 
expect a serious study of the works of Manaveda by 

Narayanabhatta at that age when he suffers ailments due to 
old age. Hence the opinion accepted by Vatakkumkur in his 
own work "Melputtur Narayanabhattatiri" that Narayanabhatta 
has lived for 106 years 89 alone is more reasonable. 

Vatakkumkur thinks that the usage of the word 'praii' in 
the starting verse of Meya portion, written by Narayana, of 
Manameyodaya, the Mana part of which is completed by 
Narayanabhatta is referring to his death. 90 So, according to 
Vatakkumkur the phrase double of 53 years age by 

Netumpayil Koccukrsnanasan must be double of 33 or 43 
years. 91 Narayanabhatta has written SrTpadasaptati when he 
was 70 years old. 92 In that case double of 33 is baseless. The 
averment on the basis of the dvitTyaksaraprasa of 

Koccukrsnanasan is also baseless since there is already 
dvitTyaksaraprasa between melputtur and anpattimunniratti. 
Moreover Koccukrsnanasan is always ready to drop the 

dvitTyaksaraprasa for the sake of meaning. Some examples 
from his Aranmulavilasam Hamsappattu are given below. 
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nistrnam sravantTnam yogamay, pampayayi 

trivenl saiigatparamennapolo|ukunnu 

uttuiigabharigiyaya salilapravahatto- 

tuttaragopurattin sopanahnalilttatti 

sasvatamoJukTtunnucchrtakTrtiyoturh 

pascimadikkiluHorkkanandam valarttTtan 

kalpantakalattihkal meruvilirikkunno- 

repperurh kantukantu rasikkunnatupole 

utturigaveNam pohrii varunna kalattirika- 

luttaragopurattilirunnu kantTtunnu 93 

His style of dvitiyaksaraprasa is very liberal and can be 
seen from the examples given above. Here the first two lines 
do not have any prasa at all. The rhyming letters are 'ttu' and 
'tta', 'sva' and 'sci', 'Ipa' and 'ppe' and 'ttum' and 'tta' for 
dvitiyaksaraprasa. Accordingly 'npa' and 'Ipa' in the lines 
starting from anpattimunnu rhyme better. 

anpattimunnu vayassirattiyirunnulla, 

melpattur patterikkurh guruvayuha deham. 94 

Hence there is no reason to doubt the authenticity of 
Netumpayil Koccukrsnan Asan's mentioning of the life of 
Melputtur in Aranmulavilasam Hamsappatt, especially on the 
ground that Koccukrsnanasan belonged to the fifth generation 
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of Acyutapisaroti's disciples. Koccukrsnanasan has stated that 
his guru was his father Raman whose guru was 
Pulimukhattupotti whose guru was the AJadipravara of 
Navayikkulam who in turn was the disciple of Trppanikkara 
Potuval who was the disciple of Acyutapisaroti whose disciple 
was Melputtur Narayanabhatta. 95 Hence the opinion of 
Venkita Subrahmonia Iyer that there is no cause to doubt the 
genuineness of Koccukrsnanasan's lines is very reasonable. 96 

The work of Manameyodaya was taken up by 
Narayanabhatta much earlier. Once he has fully absorbed in 
bhakti or Vedanta, the ritualistic philosophy of MTmamsa must 
have become irrelevant to him. 97 There is not enough 
justification to reject the traditional view about the date of 
Narayanabhatta. 98 

The tradition recorded by Kerala Varma Valiya Koyil 
Tampuran that BhattojidTksita started to meet Narayanabhatta 
in person but returned disappointed being told on the way that 
he was dead 99 could only be imaginative and might be based 
on the admiration of these two giants in the Paninian grammar 
of that period. The date of BhattojidTksita is c.1550-1630 
A.D.. 100 The chronogram 'bhogankatharh prarthaye' denoting 
the completion of SrTpadasaptati corresponds to 1627 October 
17, i.e. before approximately two years from the death of 
BhattojidTksita. Before settling at Mukkola, Narayanabhatta 
had renounced all worldly desires then. He engaged himself on 
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teaching 101 and completing Ramayana and Bharata 
prabandhas. The Bha rata pra band has alone are very huge and 
cannot be imagined to have completed within two years. Even 
if it is admitted that Narayanabhatta has lived only for 86 
years, his death cannot be earlier than in 1643 A.D.. Hence it 
can be assumed that it is highly improbable to digest such a 
story. On the contrary there is also a tradition that 
Narayanabhatta has started to meet BhattojidTksita and 
returned back on the way on hearing that BhattojidTksita has 
passed away. 102 This story is more plausible than the former 
tradition. 

Considering that his date of birth may be Tulam 733 or 
1557 October or November and that he may have passed 
away at the age of 106, it can be assumed that he died in 839 
M.E. or 1663 A.D.. 
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CHAPTER 111 


WORKS OF MELPUTTUR NARAYANABHAJTA 

Out of the 121 works attributed to Narayanabhatta, 
there are one kavya, two muktakas with Kali numbers, ninety 
prabandhas, six prasastis, fourteen sastra works, four 
stotrakavyas, a group of stray verses, two commentaries and 
an unclassified and unknown work. A list of these works with 
relevant data is included in Appendix II. The combination of 
such variety of subjects and styles and the superb skill in the 
art of creating excellent poetry make him superhuman as 
mentioned by Netumpayil Koccukrsnan Asan. His literary 
activities were greatly influenced by the various experiences 
undergone by him at different places and circumstances. He 
can be generally accepted as a pious poet with a fancy for 
wisdom, and having secular and liberal views to accept any 
kind of deity or mode of worship. He showed interest in 
religious and philosophical treatises in his teenage and early 
youthful days. But his prodigal and uncontrolled life when 
combined with hardships and sufferings lent him with acute 
collapse of bodily health which he regained only after 
reshaping his life style with firm resolution. His works attained 
the direction and depth of a wholesome vision of a life where 
he found his deity as his sole consoling entity. But soon he 
was forced to leave his abode and had to travel a lot and he 


45 



readily accepted under such circumstances any proposal to 
nourish his knowledge and power to versify. He praised kings 
and their gods. But he respected his grammar preceptor and 
patron king Devanarayana above any other human beings he 
had known. His attachment to his wife always dragged him 
back to Trkkantiyur. Perhaps her death was the cause of his 
settling down at Mukkola. Then he immersed himself 
completely in teaching sastras and writing prabandhas on the 
itihasas. His works may be classified according to the style and 
period of his works as 1) Pre-NarayanTya works 2) Guruvayur 
works 3) Zamorin works 4) Later Trkkantiyur works 5) Kocci 
works 6) Vaikkam works 7) Ampalappuja works 8) Mukkola 
works and 9) Unclassified works. 

01 Pre- Narayaniya works 

Narayanabhatta's contribution to Sanskrit literature until 
his masterpiece kavya Narayaniya comes under this category. 
Hence Pre-NarayanTya period covers the time between 1568 
March 11 (cittam banena sakam) and 1586 August 28 (100 
days before ayurarogyasaukhyam). Narayanabhatta's probable 
major works of this period are Tarakavadha, Gajendramoksa, 
Matsyavatara, Surpanakhapralapa or Niranunasika, 
Asvalayanakriyakrama, Sarvamatasamgraha, SGktaslokas, 
Tantams, Tantravarttika-nibandhana, and two works each of 
them having 1000 slokas describing the rites of Asvalayana 
and kausltaka sutras respectively. A few muktakas also belong 
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to this period. The works of this period are characterized by 
the prayers to the Candanakkavu and Nava deities. 
Tarakavadha, Asvalayanakriyakrama and Sarvamatasamgraha 
contain chronograms. The chronograms of the 
Asvalayanakriyakrama and Sarvamatasamgraha are the same 
as they contain the same introductory verses. Hence it can be 
assumed that both these works were finalized from an original 
draft. Sarvamatasamgraha contains 147 verses on schools of 
thought as Nyaya, Mimamsa, Bauddha and so on. 103 

Except for the four prabandhas and muktakas all works 
of this period are sastra works. One of the texts of 
Gajendramoksa contains the praise of Mukunda and another 
text has the praise of Ganapati intelligently interwoven with 
the theme of the work. 104 Hence it is assumed that 
Gajendramoksa pertains to this period. The author refers 
himself as dvijendra which is similar to bhusurendra which 
qualifies Narayana as in the case of Rajasuya etc. 

As the introductory verse praises Mukunda, 105 
Matsyavatara may be considered as a Pre-NarayanTya work. 
The construction of the words 'dayite' and 'sivaya' gives a 
suggestion that Matsyavatara is written soon after his 
marriage and stay at Trkkantiyur. 

Surpanakhapralapa or Niranunasika is famous for the 
reference dvijapoto for its author. Hence it can be assumed 


47 



that it is an early work of the author. This work is probably 
written at Trkkantiyur for Kuttarjceri Iravi Cakyar. 106 

According to S. Venkita Subramonia Iyer 
Asvalayanakriyakrama is jointly written by Narayanabhatta and 
his father Matrdatta. 107 But in the light of the chronogram 
sasvannisreyasaya, it can be assumed that the work was done 
independently by Narayanabhatta at Trkkantiyur after his 
marriage and just before the composition of NarayanTya. 
Suktaslokas also contain the introductory praise of 
Vighnesvara etc. 108 Hence it is an early work, probably written 
just after his Vedic education. Being written in the form of a 
DevTstuti, Suktaslokas describes the structural features of 
Rgveda like the number of chapters in each astaka and the 
number of suktas in each chapter etc. It consists of nine 
verses in Sragdhara metre and the introductory verse follows 
the Katapayadi notations. Tantams are made for the use of 
Vedic students. Even the Suktaslokas are included in 
Tantams. 109 The introductory verses of some Tantams 
probably written by Narayanabhatta are reproduced in 
KSSC. 110 Vatakkumkur has stated that many of the Tantams of 
Kerala can be attributed to Melputtur on the ground that they 
contain the vandanaslokas praising Ganesa who is the prime 
deity at Candanakkavu. 111 These verses praise the 
Candanakkavu deities and hence they are early works of 
Narayanabhatta. Kanippayyur has published some Tantams of 
Narayanabhatta. 112 Tantravarttikanibandhana is a 
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PurvamTmamsa work. 113 Due to its sastra nature, it can also 
be considered as an early work. The two works having 1000 
slokas each on Asvalayana and kausTtaka sutras, though not 
extant are considered as Narayanabhatta's work. 114 Due to its 
technical and sastra nature, it can be assumed that these 
works may be pertaining to the P re-NarayanTya period. A few 
muktakas also pertain to this period. 115 

02 Guruvayur works 

Guruvayur works comprise of the two stotrakavyas of 
Narayanabhatta namely NarayanTya and SrTguruvayupuresa- 
stotra and some stray verses. NarayanTya containing 1036 
verses distributed in hundred dasakas, and composed in a 
variety of metres was written within 100 days and was 
completed on 1586 December 6. Srlguruvayupuresastotra was 
probably written on the very next year. Uljur also opines that it 
was written soon after the completion of NarayanTya. 
Narayanabhatta has written some stray verses during the 
Guruvayur period. 116 

03 Zamorin works 

Manavikramaprasasti or SailabdhTsvaraprasasti, 
Manaparicceda of Manameyodaya, Manavedaprasasti, and 
some stray verses are included under this category. The stray 
verse on the child birth at Zamorin kovilakam has already been 
stated. Vatakkumkur states that Manavikramaprasasti is a 
srrikhalagadya praising Zamorin and quotes 
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"jayajayajayalaksmTnivasavalabhe! 

valabhedanapramukhanikhilavr- 

ndarakavrndasambhavitaparakrama 

parakramanorjjitasarabhuja-danda...." 117 

The same lines are quoted by Ullur as a portion of 
SailabdhTsvaraprasasti. 118 Hence it can be assumed that both 
these works are the same. The words "sambhavitaparakrama 
parakramanorjjita" suggests that this work is on Manavikrama, 
not on Manaveda who was not the then Zamorin. Though not 
mentioned in his Kerala Sahitya Caritra, UHur has published a 
srrikhalagadya titled Manaveda prasasti in the Sahitya Parisad 
Traimasikam First Issue. 119 However no further mentioning of 
the work is available from Vanamala, Kerala Sahitya Caritra or 
Kerala Samskrta Sahitya Caritra etc.. Hence there is a 
possibility that the work is Manavikramaprasasti itself, on the 
ground that that work also is termed as srrikhalagadya. 
Manapariccheda of Manameyodaya deals with technical sastra 
subjects which are the facets of early works of Melputtur. 
Manameyodaya starts with the following lines. 

acaryamatapathodhau balanapi ninTsatam 
dhlmatarh kopi gopalapotah pota ivastu nah 120 

The construction of the words acarya, pathodhi, balan, 
potah etc. indirectly imply that Manameyodaya is an early 
work. Moreover, many other reasons in this regard have 
already been stated earlier. Hence Manameyodaya is a 
product of this period. 
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04 Later Trkkantiyur works 

Trkkantiyur was the place where Narayanabhatta was 
married to and some of his early works were written there. 
But until NarayanTya the nature of his works remained similar 
and such works were classified as Pre NarayanTya works. 
Hence the present classification is termed as Later Trkkantiyur 
works. Unlike the other categories Later Trkkantiyur works do 
not pertain to a specific limited period, but comprises of all his 
works done at his home at Trkkantiyur from Vyasotpatti which 
is completed on 1589 October 27 and including all such works 
before SrTpadasaptati completed at Mukkola on 1627 Oct 17. 
The works which he has written at Kocci, Vaikkam, 
Ampalappuja etc during this period are not included under this 
category. For instance the muktakas 'nadTpustirasahya' and 'he 
sabdagama' are evidently the products of this period based on 
the chronograms and tradition. Most of the works of this 
period contain chronograms. They are also devoid of the 
praising of any deities. Considering the importance of these 
two verses in the interpretation of the life of Narayanabhatta, 
they are considered as individual works in this thesis. Some 
other identified works of this category, apart from the stray 
verses are Vyasotpatti, Kucelavrtta or Kucelopakhyana, 
Kaunteyastaka, Kotiviraha, Yajfjasamraksanaprabandha, 
Svahasudhakara, ApaninTyapramanyasadhana or 
ApaninTyapramanata and a letter to scholars outside Kerala. 
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Vyasotpatti also denotes the time of its author's home coming 
from Calicut. Kucelopakhyana contains the lines 

saha muktamayairdaraigrhe muktamaye sukham 

vasatastasya na ciradasTnmuktatmata muneh 121 

This gives an impression that Kucelopakhyana 122 is a 
work not much later than NarayanTya and Narayanabhatta's 
recovery from illness and his union with his wife. After the 
completion of Kaunteyastaka in 1590 March 10, he might have 
left Trkkantiyur for a while and on return in 1593 and on the 
reunion with his spouse he composed Kotiviraha too. 
Vatakkumkur has a well thought opinion that Kotiyaviraha is 
written by Maiamarigalam Narayanan Namputiri, but not by 
Narayanabhatta. 123 It is evident that Kotiyaviraha is a 
Manipravala work 124 and that Narayanabhatta has written 
nothing except in Sanskrit and Prakrta. Hence it is assumed 
that Vatakkumkur is talking about Kotiviraha of 
Narayanabhatta. The chronogram bhutavivatyutsukau of 
Kotiviraha denotes the date 1593 February 6. Maiamarigalam 
Narayanan Namputiri is supposed to have passed away in his 
70 th age in 770 M.E. (1595 A.D.). 125 If Maiamarigalam is the 
author he must have written this srrigarakavya just before his 
death at the age of 68, which is highly improbable. But the 
chronogram supports Narayanabhatta more and fits perfectly 
in the events of his life. On the basis of the similarity of 
theme and the treatment of the subject Svahasudhakara may 
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be a work written just after Kotiviraha. 
ApaninTyapramanyasadhana or ApaninTyapramanata pertains 
to a little later period than Dhatukavya and it was sent to 
Tamil Nadu along with the letter to scholars outside Kerala. 126 
In ApaninTyapramanyasadhana Narayanabhatta defends the 
usage of certain words which are used even by Bhavabhuti 
and Murari, but are incorrect according to the rules of Panini. 
It has historical value also since it refers to some Sanskrit 
scholars of the Cola country like Yajrjanarayana, Somesvara, 
Sudarsana and Vainateya. Yajfjasamraksanaprabandha which 
is completed on 1622 August 10, reveals Narayanabhatta's 
interest in Ramayana themes. Hence the tradition that he has 
written the Ramayanaprabandha after adding necessary 
portions at his old age becomes more relevant. 

05 Kocci works 

Major works under this category are Daksayajrja, 
Kailasavarnana or Kailasasailavarnana, ParvatTsvayamvara, 
Tripuradahana, MatamahTsaprasasti or Matarajaprasasti, and 
GosrTnagaravarnana or VTrakeralaprasasti. These works 
generally praise either the Kocci king or his prime deity Siva. 
The tradition of the chronogram NadTpustirasahya 
corresponding to 1611 J une 29 reveals that Narayanabhatta 
was at Trkkantiyur at that time. Hence he might have started 
to Kocci only in 1611 or 1612. The Kocci works, therefore, 
might be written between 1612 and 1615 A.D., as this period 
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is the last three years of Virakerajavarmaraja's reign during 
1612-1615. Matamahisaprasasti or Matarajaprasasti is a 
prasasti with 18 slokas and a few srnkhalagadyas. 
Narayanabhatta presented this work to Virakeralavarmaraja 
during his stay at Trkkanamatilakam. 127 Ullur names 
Virakeralaprasasti as Gosrinagaravarnana also. 128 This work 
was submitted to Virakeralavarmaraja in 779 M.E. (1613-1614 
A.D.) and the same was accepted by him. 129 

Though Tripuradahana is regarded as a Kocci work, 
there is equal chance for it to be a Vaikkam work. Soon after 
the death of Virakeralavarma, Narayanabhatta might have 
started for Vaikkam where he met Vatakkumkur 
Godavarmaraja. There are some stray verses pertaining to this 
period. 130 

06 Vaikkam works 

Astamicampu or Astamiprabandha and BimbalTsaprasasti 
are the only two works under this category. Astamicampu is 
about the celebration of Vaikkattastami. Ambadevi Tampuratti 
has translated this campu into Malayalam. 131 Bimbalisaprasasti 
is a prasasti on Vatakkumkur Godavarmaraja. These works are 
written around 1615 A.D.. There are some stray verses which 
may be pertaining to this period. 132 
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07 Ampalappu/a works 

Ajamilamoksa, ParjcalTsvayamvara, Santanagopala, 
Subhadraharana, Syamantaka, Devanarayanaprasasti, 
Prakriyasarvasva, Rajasuya, and Dhatukavya belong to this 
category. These works are characterized by the praising of 
Devanarayana or various synonyms of his deity Krsna. The 
works are more carefully written and many of them are 
greater in size. The prabandhas were written for the use of 
Kuttarjcery Iravi Cakyar during the period from 1616 to 1620 
A.D. Kuttafjceri iravi Cakyar was a courtier of Ampalappuja 
Puratam Tirunal Raja. 133 Devanarayanaprasasti in praise of the 
King is also one among the earlier in the category. The 
completion of Prakriyasarvasva dates to 1617 March 10. The 
great personality Ampalappuja king fell ill seriously and it was 
so pitiful for Narayanabhatta to see his great patron being 
helpless. Hence in Rajasuya he composed an unusual 
conclusion as follows: 

daivad bhavinyavastha mayi savidhagate 
mastvltyattaceta- 

scaidyarih saubharuddharh sapadi nijapurmnasvayTd 
visvasaksT. 134 

As the lord did, Narayanabhatta also left his friendly king 
and went back to his home at Trkkantiyur in 1620. Soon after 
his return he witnessed the death of Acyuta Pisaroti on 1620 
August 14. However, he could not resist his temptation to visit 
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Devanarayana again. Hence he might have gone back to 
Ampalappuja and his dear friend Devanarayana might have 
further requested him to complete Vasudevavijaya of 
Vasudevakavi. In a hurry Narayanabhatta might have 
complied with his request and completed Dhatukavya in three 
days and three sargas. The second sarga was written as per 
the chronogram on 1621 August 06. Narayanabhatta has 
illustrated 1948 grammatical roots of Sanskrit in the work, 
following Madhaviyadhatuvrtti. Ramapanivada has written his 
Vivarana commentary on it. After the completion of 
Dhatukavya, Narayanabhatta might have returned back to 
Trkkantiyur to participate in the anniversary rites of the death 
of his preceptor Acyuta Pisaroti. There is no evidence to think 
that Narayanabhatta has ever gone back to Ampalappuja 
thereafter, even at the actual demise of Devanarayana. Some 
stray verses of the Ampalappuja period also are available. 135 

08 Mukkola works 

Mukkola works comprise of the most extensive period 
and works of Narayanabhatta. The period of Mukkola works 
starts with the composition of SrTpadasaptati on 1627 October 
17 and extends upto his death. The completion of 
SrTpadasaptati which is composed in 71 verses of 
SardulavikrTdita, is followed by the writing of additional 
portions to make the existing campus of Narayanabhatta with 
Ramayana and Mahabharata themes into complete 
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Mahabharata and Ramayana campus. Some of the probable 
Mahabharata campus of this period are Ajpatavasa, 
Ambopakhyana, Asvamedhaparva, Bakavadha, BhagavaddGt 
or Dutavakya or Krsnaduta, 136 Bharatayuddha, 137 
BhTsmaparva, 138 BhTsmasvargati, 139 BhTsmotpatti, 140 

Citrarigadavadha, Dhrtarastrotpatti, Digvijaya, Dronaparva, 
Dyutakrida, Gadaparva, Hidimbavadha, Jarasandhavadha, 
Kalyanasaugandhika, Karnakundalapaharana, Karnaparva, 
Khandavadaha, Khosayatra, Kirata, Mausalaparva, 
NalayanTcarita or DraupadTparinaya, Nivatakavacavadha, 
Pandavotpatti, 141 Patracarita, Sabhapravesa, 142 Salyaparva, 
SatyavatTparinaya, StrTparva, Sundopasundopakhyana, 
Suyodhanavadha, Svargarohana, Vanavasa, 143 

Vyasopadesa, 144 Yaduksayaprabandha, 145 Yuddha 146 and 
Yudhisthirabhiseka. 147 However there are chances for some of 
the above works to be pertaining to the categories mentioned 
earlier. But as we do not have evidence to this effect these 
works are included under this classification. The same 
probability is applicable to the Ramayanapra band has of 
Narayanabhatta also. 

The probable Ramayanapra band has which do not pertain 
to the earlier categories are Agnipravesa, 148 Ahalyamoksa, 149 
ArigulTyariga, Asvamedha, Ayodhyapravesa, 150 Balakandam 
katha or Ramakatha, 151 Balivadha, Kharavadha, 
Larikapravesa, 152 Parasuramavijaya, 153 Pattabhiseka, 154 
Raksasotpatti or RajanTcarotpatti or Ravanodbhava, 155 

57 



Ramacandracarita, 156 Ravanavadha, STtaparityaga, 
STtasvayamvara, SugrTvasakhya, Tatakavadha, Udyanapravesa 
and Vicchinnabhiseka. 157 The stray verse on vyakarana 
praising Krsna is probably of this period. 158 Muktisthala Sodasa 
Stotram, a stotrakavya praising the Mukkola Bhagavati also 
pertains to this period. 

09 Unclassified works 

Due to the inadequacy of information some works 
attributed to Narayanabhatta remain unclassified. A few of 
sucjh works are Kiratarjjunavijaya, 159 Naradamohana, 160 
Rugmarigadacarita, 161 Vikramasenacampu, 162 

Camatkaracintamani, 163 Caturaiigastaka, 164 KausTtaka- 
sutrakriya-sangraha, 165 some of his various muktakas, 
Vyakhya of the sloka "Puspodbheda" of Amarukasataka, 
Vyakhya of three slokas of the 11th skandha of Bhagavata 
starting from 'yadyasajjanma', Bhasmanisedha, 166 
Rasavilasa 167 and Kurmavatara. 168 

Bhasmanisedha is believed to be a work against 
Saivism. 169 Rasavilasa is a kavya in three cantos. 170 Kerala 
University Oriental Research Institute and Manuscripts Library 
has published the commentary on Puspodbheda in the 
Amarusataka. 171 Among the above, on considering the theme 
and the circumstances, Camatkaracintamani which is a jyotisa 
work and KausTtakasutrakriyasarigraha may be pertaining to 
the Pre-NarayanTya period and Caturarigastaka and the two 
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vyakhyas may be pertaining to the Ampalappula works. UNur 
thinks that Kurmavatara may be of Melputtur. 172 There are 
some stray verses of Narayanabhatta the periods of which are 
uncertain. 173 

10. Campuprabandhas of Melputtur 

The exact number of the campu works by 
Narayanabhatta is not quite certain. His name as author is 
mentioned only in a few cases like Rajasuya, Svahasudhakara, 
Niranunasika, Dutavakya etc. The name Krsnaduta is seen 
assigned to Dutavakya. There is also a stanza quoted therein 
at the end specifying Narayana as the author. 174 But the use 
of the word 'adya' therein without chronogram and the lack of 
that verse in many of other texts are sufficient to doubt the 
authenticity of these lines. 

According to some, Cunakkara Unnikrsnavariyar has 
translated all campus of Melputtur. 175 But according to UNur, 
Cunakkara Unnikrsnavariyar (1865-1936) has translated 
Bharatacampu (1918), AstamTprabandha (1919), Niranunasika 
(1923), Kirata (1925), Dutavakya (1925), Kailasavarnana 
(1926), Nrgamoksa (1926), Rajasuya (1928), 
Pancalfsvayamvara (1929), DraupadTparinaya (1929), 
Kucelavrtta (1930), Svahasudhakara (1930), Ajamilamoksa 
(1930) and Subhadraharana (1930) into Malayalam. 
Cunakkara has also an independent work Naradamohana. It is 
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imcomplete. 176 There are some other translations also like 
that of AstamTcampu by Ambadevi Tampuratti. 177 

According to UHur, Narayanabhatta is doubtlessly the 
author of the twenty prabandhas namely Rajasuya, 
Dutavakya, ParjcalTsvayamvara, NalayanTcarita, 

Sundopasundopakhyana, Subhadraharana, Kaunteyastaka, 
Kirata, Kailasavarnana, Matsyavatara, Nrgamoksa, 
Niranunasika, Raksasotpatti, Ahalyamoksa, Balakandamkatha, 
Daksayajpa, Tripuradahana, AstamTcampu, Svahasudhakara 
and Kotiviraha. 178 According to some, Gajendramoksa and 
Kalyanasaugandhika 179 and the Bharata and Ramayana 
prabandhas also are the campu works of Melputtur 
Narayanabhatta. 180 All the other prabandhas stated in this 
thesis are attributed to Narayanabhatta by many scholars. 

Ullur mentions Balakandamkatha as one of the 
prabandhas of Narayanabhatta. 181 But S. Venkita Subramonia 
Iyer in his Kerala Sanskrit Literature - A Bibliography says that 
the work is a gadyakavya. This work is also known as 
Ramakatha. 182 C.R.Despande considers Narayanabhatta as the 
author of Ramacandracarita. 183 

Bha rata pra band ha was published by C.K.Raman 
Nampiyar in the Prabandhavali series, Urakam, 1930. 184 
Ramayana pra band ha was published with a Malayalam 
commentary by Perumanam Raman Nampiyar in the 
Prabandhavali series Part I. 185 Many of the verses and gadya 
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of Ramayanaprabandha contain portions from Bhojacampu, 
Raghuvamsa, Anargharaghava, Mahanataka, Bharatacampu, 
Magha, Abhijrjanasakuntala, Bhasaramayanacampu, 
Krsnavilasa, VatmTkiramayana, Ramacaritam (gadya) etc. 
Hence Ramayanaprabandha is not considered as an 
independent work. 186 

Considering the similarity between the slokas of 
Cellurnathodaya and AstamTprabandha, the self-flattering of 
the author which is not normally expectable from 
Narayanabhatta, and the use of rhetorically invalid words, T.G. 
Ramacandran Pijjai assumes that the work AstamTprabandha is 
of Nila kantha. 187 NTIakantha and Melputtur were 
contempories. 188 Ujlur, Vatakkumkur and other scholars, on 
verification of the literary qualities find no reason to doubt the 
authorship of Narayanabhatta in the case of AstamTprabandha. 
The alleged self flattering 189 is really a flattering of the 
blessings of campukavya as a whole and not of the author in 
particular. Like Bhoja, the author also is lavishing praise on the 
campu style to reveal his concept on campukavya. The use of 
'maya' etc. here and there need not be considered as an 
expression of pride or egoism, but it has to be taken as a 
necessary evil in the construction of a vrttabandhikavya. 
Hence AstamTprabandha can be regarded as a work of 
Narayanabhatta until other strong evidences are available in 
this regard. NalayanTcarita which is considered as the second 
part of ParjcalTsvayamvara is taken from Parjcendropakhyana. 
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Narayanabhatta uses difficult grammatical formations in this 
prabandha. It contains two long prose passages in Prakrt 
revealing his command on that language too. 190 

According to T.G.Ramacandranpijjai, the first stanza of 
Paundrakavadha of Asvatitirunal is also seen in 
Santanagopalaprabandha. He states that at the conclusion of 
the prabandha, there is a verses specifying that the author is 
VafjcikumbhinyadhTsa. 191 and that Santanagopala and 
Paundrakavadha are written by the same author i.e. 
Asvatitirunal. 192 

The text of Santanagopalaprabandha as published in 
Prabandhasamahara, Part II, 1980, page 3 and 
PrabandhamanjarT by N.P.Unni, 1998, page 229-231 do not 
contain the above said stanza. While specifically mentioning 
the Santanagopalaprabandha of Asvatitirunal, LHJur also states 
about a small Santanagopalaprabandha which is used by 
cakyars and the other belonging to Asvatitirunal. 193 That work 
also is not the one published in PrabandhamanjarT of N.P.Unni. 
Vatakkumkur specifically mentions that Narayanabhatta is the 
author of a Santanagopala. 194 Hence it can be assumed that 
the Santanagopalas authored by Asvatitirunal and 
Narayanabhatta are different. 

Rajasuya, Subhadraharana and ParjcalTsvayamvara are 
the best of campus of Narayanabhatta. 195 Niranunasika is his 
first Ramayana work with a phonetic peculiarity. 
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Narayanabhatta in the concluding verse of Niranunasika 196 
states himself as 'dvijapotah'. The word 'pota' means a baby. 
So Niranunasika may be one of his earliest campus. But in 
Rajasuya, he addresses himself as Narayanabhusurendrah. So 
he must be highly confident and established by that time. The 
subject matter and the attire of himself as an authority in 
Srauta and MTmamsa give rise to the idea that Rajasuya is a 
later work. It is Narayanabhatta's last prabandha at 
Ampalappuja. Subhadraharana deals with love and its rhetoric 
merits make it particularly mellifluous. It is one of the 
Ampalappuja works too. So from these references the only 
possible chronology of these three prabandhas can be 1) 
Niranunasika 2) Subhadraharana and 3) Rajasuya. 

11. Recapitulation 

Melputtur Narayanabhatta was born in Melputtur Illam 
on the Utratam star of 733 Tulam i.e., 1557 October or 
November. He was educated at Candanakkavu, Tirunavaya 
and Trkkantiyur. He got married and had a son. He wrote 
"Tarakavadha" at a very young age. The writing of NarayanTya 
was a turning point in his life. He traveled from Trkkantiyur to 
Guruvayur, Kojikot, Kocci, Vaikkam and Ampalapuja. When 
Devanarayana fell in prolonged illness Narayanabhatta 
returned to Trkkantiyur in 1620 A.D.. He spent a few more 
years at Trkkantiyur after the death of Acyutapisaroti and left 
for Mukkola to worship the Bhagavati there. Narayanabhatta 
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has given a large number of chronograms in his works among 
which 'cittarh banena sakam', 'sasvannisreyasaya', 
'ayurarogyasaukhyam', 'ca tTragah pathikah', 'anavabuddhya 
siddhyat', 'bhutavivatyutsukau', 'nadTpustirasahya', 'yatnah 
phalaprasuh syat', 'krtaragarasojdya', 'vidyatma svarasarpat', 
'kamsajTvasramsaya', 'Tsvaramakharh samyak', 'bhogankatharh 
prarthaye', and 'balakalatrarh saukhyam' are acceptable; but 
'samsaratyarke samyak' and 'babhuvatha vasukT' are not valid 
chronograms. 

Narayanabhatta left his home to Kojikot after completing 
Kaunteyastaka in 1590 March 10 and returned back just 
before writing Kotiviraha in 1593. The muktaka describing his 
witnessing of a child birth in the family of the Zamorin is 
probably about the later Zamorin Manaveda. Probably Mana 
part of the Manameyodaya was written at that time. 

After coming back from Ampalappuja, he again visited 
there in 796 Karkkitakam for a short stay and wrote 
Dhatukavya in three sargas and in three days. He must have 
started the composition of Ramayanaprabandha before 1622 
August 10. Probably after the death of his wife he stayed at 
Mukkola teaching disciples and composing the missing 
portions to complete his Ramayana and Bharata prabandhas. 
He passed away in 839 M.E. or 1663 A.D.. 

Narayanabhatta is attributed with the authorship of at 
least 120 works comprising of of stray verses, campus, 
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prasastis, sastra works on grammar, philosophy, jyotisa, 
chess, Veda and its rituals, stotrakavyas, vyakhyas etc. His 
works may be classified according to the style and period of 
his works as 

1) Pre-Narayanlya works 2) 

2) Guruvayur works 

3) Zamorin works 

4) Later Trkkantiyur works 

5) Kocci works 

6) Vaikkam works 

7) Ampalappuja works 

8) Mukkola works and 

9) Unclassified works. 

At least 90 campu works are attributed to Melputtur 
Narayanabhatta. 
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APPENDIX I 


A POSSIBLE INTERPRETATI ON OF SOME SLOKAS OF 
THE DASAKA 53 OF NARAYANIYA 

1. atTtya balyarh jagatampate, tva- 
mupetya paugandavayo manojfjam 
upeksya vatsavanamutsavena 
pravartatha goganapalanayam. 

Ye, Atman, who is the master of all worlds, completing 
your five years of infancy and entering into boyhood, 
renouncing the embrace of your mother, mirthfully you were 
engaged in the protection of the multitude of words. 

2. upakramasyanugunaiva seyam 
marutpuradhlsa, tava pravrttih 
gotraparitranakrte/vatlrna- 
stadeva devarabhathastada yat. 

Ye, Master of the Body, which is the city of the five 
breaths, your such action was fit for your initiation into the 
world of education, because you were incarnated for the 
protection of words, the blissful Gayatri, and the earth and ye, 
the Blessed One, you have commenced the same then. 
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3. kadapi ramena samarh vanante 
vanasriyam vTksya caran sukhena 
sridamanamnah svasakhasya vaca 
modadaga dhenukakananam tvam. 

Once when you were traveling joyfully, enjoying the 
wild beauty inside the forest, like Rama who was exiled from 
his home; hearing the advice of a known destitute friend of 
yours, you entered happily into the wild world of sex. 

4. uttalatalinivahe tvaduktya 
balena dhutejtha balena dorbhyam 
mrduh kharascabhyapatat purastat 
phalotkaro dhenukadanavojpi. 

Oh, my spouse, on your mighty advice, when huge 
bunches of palms were forcefully fallen with both hands, then 
the easy and the hard fruits fell there, and the monster of sex 
too fell. 

5. samudyato dhainukapalanejham 

katharh vadharh dhainukamadya kurve 

itiva matva dhruvamagrajena 

su ra ug hayodd ha ra majig hatastva m. 
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As if thinking, "when I am obliged to in the protection 
of sex, how can I kill it today?" you have definitely caused the 
elder brother to kill the one who has fought always against the 
variety of liquor. 

6. tadTyabhrtyanapi jambukatve- 
nopagatanagrajasamyutastvam 
jambuphalaniva tada nirastha- 
stalesu khelan bhagavan, nirasthah. 

Ye, the Blissful, You have put down in the palms 
playfully as if with the Jambu fruits, with such detachment 
which is coexistent and early born, his crowd of evil servitude 
which was come down by your own vice. 

7. vinighnati tvayyatha jambukaugham 
sanamakatvadvarunastadanTm 
bhayakulo jambukanamadheyam 
srutiprasidharh vyadhiteti manye. 

I deem that the Sun, worried with the fear of infamy 
on the unanimity of name, on the ground that he is an evil 
planet, then, hid the notoriety which is famous for those who 
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are born in Tiruvonam (sruti) Star, while you were wiping out 
the herd of evil personalities. 

8. tavavatarasya phalarh murare, 
samjatamadyeti surairnutastvam 
satyarh phalarh jata mi heti has! 
balaih samarh talaphalanyabhuriktah. 

Ye, Unclad, You have enjoyed the fruits of palms 
along with the children, when remarking with a smile that the 
purpose was already born there, in response to the blessing of 
the experts that the purpose of your incarnation was complete 
that very day. 

9. madhudravasrunti brhanti tani 
phalani modobharabhrnti bhuktva 
trpataisca drptairbhavanarh phalaugham 
vahadbhiragah khalu balakaistvam. 

And alas, you returned home, with many children who 
carry home lots of fruit after being content and proud, when 
eaten the great palm fruits that are fleshy and mellifluous and 
fatty. 

10. hato hato dhenuka ityupetya 
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phalanyadadbhirmadhurani lokaih 
jayeti jiveti nuto vibho, tvam 
marutpuradhTsvara, pahi rogat. 

Heal me from ailments, ye, the Soul, Master of the 
Body, which is the city of the five breaths, and the One that is 
praised by the multitude as they approached eating sweet 
palm fruits and praising hail, hail, and long live, for the carnal 
desire is conquered, conquered. 
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Life, Date and Works of Melputtur Narayanabhatta 


Melputtur Narayanabhatta is a legendary maestro of the 
Sanskrit literary kingdom of medieval Kerala. 

The intimacy of this poet with the ruling kings 
made him a reference point to prove the historicity of the events 
taken place at his life span of more than a century. 

This work attempts to deliver the historical Narayanabhatta 
from the clutches of his mythical manifestation. 
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